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THREE REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS JOIN IN COOPERATION

(From left) Mr. Lindley Simeon Collins, CEO, CAHFSA; Mr. Milton Haughton, Executive Director, CRFM; and Mr. Deryck Omar, CEO, CROSQ 
sign the MOU.

CROSQ, the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and the 
Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) now 
have structural ties after signing a Memoradum of Understanding 
(MOU) to facilitate closer coordination and collaboration between 
the three agencies.

The MOU focuses on areas specific to “the planning and delivery of 
services to the Member States in areas of common interest, including 
but not limited to sanitary and phytosanitary systems, seafood safety, 
food security and trade in fish and seafood”, with a view to facilitating 
better technical integration and mutual assistance in the discharge 
of a number of obligations in the development of sectoral quality 
infrastructure.

Among these MOU obligations are the need to:

•	 develop	and	implement	the	Regional	Framework	for

 agricultural and fisheries health, food and food safety in

 accordance with globally recognized standards and

 practices.

•	 develop	and	implement	other	regional	approaches	and

 actions in support of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and 

 Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) measures in the agriculture

 and fisheries sub-sectors, including related food and food

  safety issues;

•	 enhance	the	action	and	operation	of	each	party’s	

 contribution to the development and management of the 

 agriculture and fisheries sub-sectors including related food 

 and food safety issues; and

•	 avoid	unnecessary	duplication	of	efforts	by	any	party	in

  delivery of their respective mandates.

On the signing of this agreement, CROSQ CEO, Mr. Deryck Omar 
said: “One of the objectives of CROSQ is to develop and promote 
the use of standards and standards related activities to facilitate 
international competitiveness and the sustainable production of 
goods and services within the CARICOM Single Market and Economy 
(CSME) as well as support the expansion of intra-regional and extra-
regional trade in goods and services”

“This MOU will facilitate the achievement of this objective in the 
regional fisheries sector with CRFM by enabling the strategic, 
focused, systematic and cost-efficient use of CROSQ’s World Trade 
Organization (WTO) - TBT compliant standards development 
process, in harmonized coordination with CAHFSA, for the adoption 
of internationally recognized sanitary and phytosanitary measures, 
including food safety standards, protocols and best practice guides,” 
he said.

Mr. Omar added too, “that the next step will be a meeting of a 
tripartite technical committee to hammer out a joint work plan to 
bring the MOU to life.”


